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On March 9th, 2012, our team embarked
on a memorable journey to the city
of Kolkata, India. We arrived early in
the morning, jet-lagged but

enthusiastic nonetheless to begin

our work. For many of us, it was

our first time travelling to such a
populous, impoverished country.
However, we trusted that God
would provide us with the
necessary strength and open-
mindedness.

We spent the first week of our mission in the slums of
Katabon, a village located in the outskirts of Kolkata. We
were perturbed upon learning that the name of the village is
derived from the word “slaughter”. As we entered the region,
we could truly feel the sadness and despair present within
the community. The 5,000 inhabitants of Katabon lived
in an unimaginably desolate conditions, often consisting
of shoddy housing and polluted water sources. There was
also apparent spiritual darkness as the majority of the
population worshipped false idols. Shrines were placed at
almost every corner, and a temple blared ominous Hindu
mantras throughout the day. It was truly disturbing to see
with our own eyes the poverty that we had only before seen
in photographs. However, there was still hope shining in the
heart of the village, where a small Christian school ran its
operations. This school was founded by five passionate and
dedicated missionaries- Kabita and her husband Swarup;
Swapan, a former Hindu priest, and his wife Seema; and
Grace. Through the Kolkata-based Mission of Mercy NGO,
RHCCC has been helping to support this school through the
“Adopt a Village"program. Each day, 30-40 elementary school
children attend the Katabon school, where they are provided
with lunch and taught basic English, Math, Bengali, life skills,
and most importantly, prayer and Bible stories.

Our team was fortunate enough to take part in some of
the school's educational activities, and experience the love

i1

A Missions Trip to Kolkata, India

By Ruth Chiu, Isabella Huang and Joanne Jong

of God being shared with the children. Over the course of
the week, we also ran free medical and dental clinics for
the villagers after school hours. Those that required dental
procedures were transported to the Mercy Hospital in
Kolkata to be treated. We also conducted several prayer
walks within the community, asking God to claim its people
for his work. Several members of our team also conducted
EQUIP leadership training for the missionaries working in the
school. It was inspiring to see the eagerness expressed by the
leaders, who were altogether appreciative of the program.
What a blessing it was to experience the dedication of true
followers of Christ and participate in the joyful work that
they were doing to encourage the spiritual growth of the
community!

The following week involved several different outreach
programs outside of Kolkata. We were based in Grace Ling
Liang Church in Tangra, where we once again held EQUIP
training sessions for the church leaders, in addition to hosting
a women’s ministry program. Through partnership with the
church-planting organization JKPS, we ran several medical
and dental clinics in the villages of Howrah, Behala, and
Kanchapara. This provided great opportunities for the JKPS
staff to follow up and invite those treated to engage with
the JKPS in their ongoing ministries. Health education was
also conducted and a Bengali health educational binder was
given to JKPS for the local leaders to reinforce the teachings.
We also ran EQUIP leadership training for 62 village church
planters.

Overall, our mission was a truly eye-opening experience
in which all of our team members grew closer to God. We
are so blessed and so fortunate that we often turn a blind
eye to the grave spiritual darkness in our world. This trip has
allowed us to experience the work of God in a foreign land
as well as opened our hearts to missions. The values and
spiritual lessons we have learned through this trip and we
can undoubtedly say that Kolkata will always have a place
in our hearts. We will continue praying for the city, and look
forward to the day when every knee will bow to the one true
Lord of India.

(The authors are members of RHCCC, English congregation.)
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ACEM CHURCHES

ZHRIFANEEBHE — SRR
Toronto Chinese Community Church

100 Acadia Ave., Markham, ON L3R 5A2

Tel: (905) 477-7533  Fax: (905) 477-9152
Email: admin@tccc.ca

Website: www.tcce.ca

WILEAEENE — BRREIED
Richmond Hill Christian Community Church
9670 Bayview Ave.,

Richmond Hill, ON L4C 9X9

Tel: (905) 884-3399  Fax: (905) 884-9465
Email: mailbox@rhccc.ca

Website: www.rhcce.ca

EREAEEYE

Milliken Chinese Community Church
390 Bamburgh Circle,

Scarborough, ON M1W 3X3

Tel: (416) 498-3399  Fax: (416) 498-5234
Email: mccc@mecc.on.ca

Website: www.mccc.on.ca

BWEANEEHE — SHENED
Markham Christian Community Church

77 Milliken Meadows Dr., Markham, ON L3R 0V5
Tel: (905) 479-3322  Fax: (905) 479-3062
Email: mccc@markhamchurch.com

Website: www.markhamchurch.com

EHEAREHE — HLZEED
North York Chinese Community Church

32 Kern Road, North York, ON M3B 1T1

Tel: (416) 441-2232  Fax: (416) 441-2234
Email: info@nyccc.ca

Website: www.nyccc.ca
SHIBEENEENE — ARG
Toronto Mandarin Chinese Community Church
2230 Birchmount Rd.,

Scarborough, ON° M1T 2M2

Tel: (416) 299-3399  Fax: (416) 291-7001
Email: mandarin@tmccc.ca

Website: www.tmccc.ca

AREAEEHE — BEFEEEE
West Toronto Christian Community Church
Worship: Rick Hansen Secondary School

1150 Dream Crest Road, Mississauga, ON

Tel: (905) 896-9822

Email: info@wtccc.ca

Website: www.wtccc.ca

Unionville Oasis (UCCC) - Rev. Kai Mark
Worship: Pierre Elliott Trudeau High School

90 Bur Oak Avenue, Markham, ON

Tel: (905) 415-2747
Email: admin@uoasis.ca
Website: www.uoasis.ca

BEMNEAEERE — HLEINEN

Niagara Region Christian Community Church
Worship: Niagara Falls Korean Presbyterian Church
4898 Kitchener St., Niagara Falls, ON

Tel: (905) 650-5899

Email: info_nrccc@yahoo.ca

Website: www.nrccc.ca

Fax; (905) 479-2232

BEMEAEEHE — SHRELNE
Barrie Christian Community Church

Worship: Inniswood Baptist Church

460 Yonge Street, Barrie, ON L4N 4E2

Tel: 705-726-7295

Email: barriechinese@gmail.com
www.barrieccc.ca

BNEAEENE — SHEITIED
Aurora Christian Community Church
Worship: Aurora Cornerstone Church
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Worship: Markville Secondary School

1000 Carlton Rd, Markham, ON

Tel: (905) 294-3554  Fax: (905) 294-5736
Email: pastors@cornerstonechurch.ca
Website: www.corerstonechurch.ca
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