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with young kids

Ella Wong

Have you ever frowned upon the mother who brought
her toddler into the Sanctuary for worship service? The
child was nice and quiet for a total of five minutes and
then became restless. Have you sat next to a distracted
woman who had a big bag full of stuff and seemed
unkempt? That mother might have been me or one of
my comrades, | mean, mothers-in-training.

For the past three years since my child was born,
attending worship service has become a luxury. As a
new mother, our primary task is to care for our baby.
So we go to the nursery on Sundays so that our babies
can be in the playroom and that we can nurse/feed/
change diapers promptly when required. We graduate
to become toddlers and can go to the toddler room for
circle time with stories and snacks. But honestly, | can do
all these at home, or at a playgroup. There really isn't a
need for me to pack up the diaper bag and the kid, rush
out the door on Sunday morning to get to church.

6 W]

Worship to mother

Hence, we sneak into the Sanctuary for a glimpse of the worship
service. We want to feel again what it's like to be in a corporate
worship setting. We want to sing out loud and hear the Sunday
sermon. We want to pray with the whole congregation.

We are called motherhood have found ourselves more broken
than ever. We have never found ourselves so worried about
another human being (the kid) nor so frazzled because there really
isn't enough time to get everything done. We have found fewer
and fewer answers to questions we have about motherhood, life
and God.

The additional title of “mother” to my name has brought on a
whole new meaning to “worship”. True, | can worship anywhere,
anytime, but it simply isn’t the same. | crave the time that | can sit
in the Sanctuary with the congregation and just be there. | yearn
for the moment when tears roll down because a song has touched
me deeply, and not just tears of exhaustion. | long for the “ah-ha”
moment when the pastor’s words bring upon enlightenment.

And so, we go to the Sanctuary. Sometimes the toddler just
doesn’t want to be left in the toddler’s room. So we bring the kid
along. Do you think we don’t know that we are disrupting the
nice and quiet worship service environment that Chinese churches
have incubated? Sure we know, but the bible said, “Come to me,
all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.”

(Matt 11:28)
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#4/53 : Fred Koo / Jimmy Chan (#iftZ)
;808 : May Chan, Jimmy Chan, Spike Lee, Lauren Liu, Peggy Wong

Fred: The journey began

with writing a song during
my sabbatical. With Pastor
Jimmy’s “family-centred”
lyrics and the collaboration of
singers from different worship
teams, the song came alive
resulting in a colourful collage
of praise! Him We Glorify!

Jimmy: Thank God for getting
to know Fred and generate
with this song with him in
the Holy Spirit, and singing
this praise song with all the
passionate vocalists. God
works in unexpected times.
May we as church sing and
live for Him as a household
of faith from now to eternity!
Glory to Him!

Spike: | find this song
transcending—from singing
praises with all of God's
creation to our eternal hope of
everlasting worship in heaven!

Peggy: The uplifting melody
and arrangement by Fred

and the wonderful lyrics by
Jimmy all fit together nicely.
The song's message is a good
reminder for me to always
sing for God with not only my
own family, but also my family
in Christ.

Lauren: | truly experienced
what this song talks about.
Thank you Fred and Jimmy for
this opportunity to share music
ideas and His love.
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#8/53 : Joseph Y. Wong (EER&)
J&I8 : Yang Jin, Shelly Jing, Tyler Jing, Teresa Tang
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KBRS Julio Kan & Wilson Lo

BESIE

Here As in Heaven

BUYE : Joseph Chan (FIFZE)

It was an honor to win an
award from the ACEM Multi-
media contest, but all the
honor in the end goes to our
Lord and Savior alone. May
the video continue to give
God all the glory and point to
Him alone.




| "

B EBIE

REEER
58  IRSBHERERIR? | GRS : /\iB

BIfEA : Pottery Chan (#H#Z)
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I am very grateful for this opportunity to share the gifts that
God has given me with the rest of the Christian community.
Prior to joining this contest, | was hesitant about my decision
to enter, as | believed that | was neither artistically talented nor
professional enough.Now | can confidently tell you that anyone
is capable of anything, so long as it is God’s will. Through this
experience, He made me realize that with my own hands | can
accomplish many things for His glory, in my own small way;
through art. | can feel God'’s guidance stronger than ever in my
life, and He is continuously encouraging me to do great things
through Him and for His glory. Amen.

RiE PJ%

}#Hﬁ}#%—ﬂusting w Broken Pieces
BIEA :

Joyce Ho, Nancy Ho, Letty Wong, Sunny Wong, Cathy & Murphy Wong,
Gabriel & Fiana Chan, Kenneth Man, Sandy Leung (ZGEZ)

We are so thankful and excited to have been given the opportunity
to participate as a church family. The inspiration behind our piece

is to encourage brothers and sisters that we each are a part of the
Father’s heart even when we do not know the beautiful picture He's
making with our broken pieces. The process of making this piece
involved different part of our church family. Each was given a sheet
with broken pieces to fill the sheet with in fragments of the whole
picture. Without knowing each person still worked diligently and
faithfully. When combined, we got to admire the beauty it created.
It was no easy feat, but it was a blessing to be amongst family as we
slowly saw the results together. Which also is a glimpse of how He
reveals His own Father’s Heart to us. How precious it is to witness
that together as a big ACEM family. Thank you!
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*ve used this line quite often with my

4-year old son, Matty, especially when

he’s complaining or acts entitled. It's

been one of the key lessons I've learned
in my life up to this point and it's been a
blessing in disguise.

My name is Shu-Ling Lee and I'm one
of the English Congregation Pastors at
Richmond Hill Christian Community Church.
| want to share a bit about where | come
from, how | came to faith in Jesus Christ and
how | felt the call to God's ministry.

| was born and raised in Toronto and
have lived in the city of Markham for most
of my life. My parents brought me and my
brother to Toronto Chinese Baptist Church,
where I'm indebted to numerous friends,
“uncles and aunties”, Sunday school
teachers, and fellowship counsellors who
have helped shape my faith in the early
years.

Fast forward to the Billy Graham
Crusade in 1995. | remember being invited
to a preceding event called "Go M.A.D.
(Make A Difference)” which became the
place where | first responded to the gospel
message of forgiveness and restoration in
my life. It was there | decided to dedicate
my life to Jesus as Lord and Saviour and my
life's mission to help direct others to Him.

During my vyears in high school, |
deeply wrestled with academics and almost
gave up getting into university. | definitely
did not “get what | wanted” and | actually
got rejected to every university program
| applied to! | considered going straight
to bible college for full-time ministry as |
thought about my future. Thankfully, my
pastor at TCBC, Rev. Nolan Lee, counseled
and encouraged me to put more effort in
my academics and continue to apply to a

“You don’t always get
what you want in life!”

university so | could learn how to engage
people “in the real world”. More specifically,
he wanted me to learn how different people
in society actually engage and think about
faith and life. After improving my school
marks over that summer, | ended up getting
accepted to York University. | graduated 4
years later, also serving in York CCF (Chinese
Christian Fellowship) as Chairperson during
my time there.

After university, | prayed and asked
God if it was still His direction for me to
pursue seminary and perhaps become a
pastor. During this time, my friend and
mentor, Rev. Ken Foo (Mississauga Chinese
Baptist Church), shared with me his call
to ministry and | remember God similarly
tugging at my heart after hearing his story.
After various signs and affirmations from my
church and fellowship community, | ended
up applying to Tyndale Seminary and have
since graduated (2010) with an M.Div. in
Worship & Liturgy. | believe that as part
of His sovereign plan, God also provided a
part-time job as the Celebration (Worship)
co-ordinator of the RHCCC's English
Congregation which eventually evolved into
the Celebration Pastor position. In 2015-16,
| have also been asked to take up pastoral
leadership of our Cultivation (Small Groups)
Ministry.

In June of 2013, | began my doctoral
studies (D.Min) in Missional Leadership at
Northern Seminary in Chicago, IL. Who
would've ever thought a person who
didn‘t even have the grades to get into any
university program would end up doing his
doctoral studies over a decade later? God
works in mysterious ways! Over the years,
| have felt God developing a passion in me
to connect Sunday Worship with missional
living for His church for the rest of the 6 days
of the week. As much as | loved leading
worship and mentoring new worship leaders
and worship bands, | realized that building a
worshipful community also required building
a discipling community that desires to make
disciple-makers for Jesus! In my ministry
in particular, | noticed that 2nd Generation
Chinese-Canadians may have understood

Shu Ling Lee

and accepted the gospel message of
salvation of sins, but basically not grasped
the wider implications of the GOSPEL OF
THE KINGDOM that Jesus proclaimed so
often in the gospel writings. The Kingship
of Jesus is both important eternally and
presently! | personally believe that there
has to be a movement of cross-cultural
discipleship within the Chinese church that
can help disciple 2nd generation Christians
to become disciple-makers themselves!
Some of these core issues will be addressed
in my upcoming doctoral thesis and | hope
it can benefit the local Chinese churches
somehow.

Lastly, I truly thankful for God's amazing
grace in my life. In school, in relationships
with family and friends, in my ministry, God
has shown His fingerprints all over my life. |
have not always got what | wanted, but I've
realized that God has given me much more
than | could have ever imagined. He's given
me a greater purpose in life and | see Him
as Jehovah Jireh, “the Lord is my provider”.
I'm learning to live against my natural,
entitled and consumeristic mindset and | am
trying to show people the “kingdom way”
of selflessness, generosity and love. | am
grateful for RHCCC and all those who have
walked with me through the mountains and
valleys of life together. | want to thank the
leaders of ACEM and RHCCC for affirming
my call to ministry and | am happy to share
that I will be ordained as a Reverend on Nov
19 at RHCCC.

As a leader in God's church, I pray | can
continue to stay humble, be gracious and
continue to invite others into the Kingdom
of our Saviour King, Jesus Christ.

| am married to my patient and loving
wife, Monica, and we have two little gifts
from God: Matthias (4) and Aaliyah (1).

| want to end off my article with these
words: “You don't always get what you
want in life... but I thank God that Jesus and
His Kingdom is more than enough.”

(Shu Ling is an English pastor of RHCCC. He will
be ordained on Nov. 19, 2016.)
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Sophia Wong

God opposes the proud

‘ ‘ but shows favour to

the humble.” (James
4:6) It was a humbling
experience for the
Kenya PEACE team to walk in the
land of Kenya this year from July

31 to Aug 11.We were providing
pastoral training to 140 pastors and
ran children’s day camp for 500
children in partnership with the
Changing Times Ministry (Kibera
slum) and Mumias, West Kenya.
During this time, the construction
team was building various cooking
stoves for the residents while the
others were making home visits to
share the gospel story and give out
supplies to the widows and their

children

e Sharing resources - Each day we
provided 500 meals to the residents in the
Kibera slum. We also collected a lot of
clothing and medication and distributed
out to the needy. The children were very
grateful for our contributions and each child
treasured every spoonful of food that they
were given.

e Kibera slum - The living condition in the
slum has not been changed at all. We were
strolling along the garbage filled, muddy
paths, carrying bags of rice, cooking oil,
sugar, soap, matches, and cookies to the
households. In return, we are blessed by the
widows. A lot of them were very sick but
they still managed to make soap and tailor
clothes for others. We were very amazed by
the neighbours who generously offered to
take care of each other. | observed that in
poverty, the Kibera residents seem to live
selflessly and share with each other despite
their limited resources. Their actions are a
learning lesson for us.

e Pastoral training - | am also very
touched by the pastoral training. The
pastors have to walk for many hours to the
training site. However, they tried their best
to learn despite their exhaustion. | am also
very impressed by the interpreters who are
very knowledgeable but humble to learn
from us.

e Changing Times High School - It is all
by faith that our church, RHCCC is able to
engage in this kingdom work — to build a
high school for the F1 to F4 students. The
Changing Times Ministry originally has an
elementary school in Kibera which consists
of 420 children. As the teenagers are going
through puberty, the risk of being abused
increases. Pastor George Okoyol and his
team asked the Lord to deliver the grown-
ups from the pits and falls. In 2011, a widow
approached the church and sold her piece
of land to exchange for money. This piece
of land is blessed and provided space for
the school and pastoral training center. The
Changing Times High School and training

centre is to help the students continue their
secondary school education and to provide
vocational trainings for those who cannot
go on to university. The building can also
nurture the spiritual growth of pastors
and Christian leaders. The farm land will
provide agricultural and dairy products to
feed the children and staff. Some produce
can be sold to generate income. As we
stepped into the land, we were filled with
anticipation. We were amazed by the big
halls and classrooms. We heard the joyful
noise from the water machine. We also
saw six cows being fed on the field. We
foresee the birthing of the next generation
on this piece of land. The Lord is using this
Changing Times High School to cultivate the
next tier of disciples and servant leaders.

e Lessons learnt - Furthermore, we
learnt to trust in corporate prayer and be
accountable and supportive to each other.
The team members were eager to approach
and invite prayer warriors (4 prayer partners
for each member) and continued to pray
for us before and during the trip. Our
prayer is asking the Lord to shape us to be
compassionate listeners. We are listening to
not listening for the needs of the pastors.
Churches are facing extreme poverty,
lacking resources, struggling with false
doctrine, and being attacked by conflicts.
The children, especially those who are at
the stage of puberty, were being abused
and detoured to the wrong path. We are
humbled to listen to their stories. We are
humbled to uplift the needy in the hand of
our Heavenly Father. Amen.

(Rev. Sophia Wong is the team leader of Kenya
trip, pastor of RHCCC.)
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Seriously, can a short two
weeks trip offer much help?

Tobi Tse

Since the tripin 2012, I felt that the help we offered
during our short visit was very limited. | thank God for
the eye-opening experience to partake in His Kingdom
work, but the starving Kibera children would continue
to starve after 2 weeks of free meal program. The sick
would not be healed after 3 days of medical camp. Given
the geographical distance, | felt like RHCCC/ACEM was
applying a bandage to Kenya's deep wound.

God has changed my perspective during my
second visit in 2016. Kenya as a country has improved
and expanded. The airport is modernized; the roads
between Nairobi and West Mumias have been paved.
The government now distributes free condoms in support
of birth controls. Changing Times ministry has changed
a lot too! Children have newer school uniforms. The
numerous holes in their school cardigans and patches
on the torn dresses have disappeared. The “natural”
classroom floor once padded with sand and rocks are
now paved with tiles, stirring up much less dust as the
students kneel on the ground to color their crafts. The
boarding high school that is close to completion gives
hope and a path to permanent solution to the children’s
future.

Maybe my two sparse visits did not contribute
much help. We alone are weak and limited. But we
are not alone. We are part of a team, a team that visits
Kenya every year, and this team is led by God. ACEM/
RHCCC's support for Kenya does not end after the trip
is over. With our partnership with Pastor George, God's
work is continuous, year after year. His local steward
Pastor George and his team carries out God'’s work every
day, touching more lives with God’s words than we have
ever imagined. From a 2-weeks free meal program,
and 3-days medical camp, our partnership with God
has now expanded to partaking in year-round children
sponsorship, building a boarding high school, equipping
local servant leaders and supporting in church planting.
God is a visionary. His plan is better than our plan. Each
of us, or our short visit, is like one small dot. Together, we
form a continuous line drawn towards God's Kingdom.

ACEM HEEHR

Other Team members Reflection highlights:

| did not feel compel to join a
short-term mission because of
my introvert personality and the
gifts God had given me. God had
opened my eyes and generously
let me experienced Him. He could
use anyone in His fabulous works.

“Kenyan time” is a jargon
familiar to all Kenya PEACE
team members. The chicken is
uncooked at 3pm when lunch is
to be served at noon. Class should
have started at 9:30am but the
rain has kept the children from
walking to the site. By the time
they have arrived at 11am, it is
time for tea break. After 2 hours
of worships and encouragements
at a Sunday service, the pastor
finally begins to deliver today’s
main message. Kenyan culture
can be quite different from
Canada. Coming from a country
that values punctuality, results
and efficiency, we sometimes
lose focus and compromised our
passion and commitment to God
and to others.
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Mission with an impact is the goal
—an impact for the one who serves
and also for the one being served,
for the one who has gone and
also for the one who hasn’t gone
yet. This article is an editorial from
all individuals who have gone and
served. | thank God for what God
has done in and through them for

His glory!

ZHIEAEEWE (1CC
Toronto Christian Community Church
100 Acadia Ave., Markham, ON L3R 5A2
Tel: 905-477-7533  www.tccc.ca

HWALEAEEHE (RHCCQ)
Richmond Hill Christian Community Church
9670 Bayview Ave., Richmond Hill, ON L4C 9X9
Tel: 905-884-3399  www.rhccc.ca

EBREAEBHE (MLCCO)

Milliken Christian Community Church

390 Bamburgh Circle, Scarborough, ON M1W 3X3
Tel: 416-498-3399  www.mccc.on.ca

BEWEAEEHE (MKCCO)

Markham Christian Community Church

77 Milliken Meadows Dr., Markham, ON L3R 0V5
Tel: 905-479-3322  www.markhamchurch.com

IEEAEBHE (NYCCo)

North York Christian Community Church
32 Kern Road, North York, ON M3B 1T1

Tel: 416-441-2232  www.nyccc.ca

B AEEWE (ACCQ)
Aurora Christian Community Church
Worship: The Campus Church

14430 Bathurst Street, King, ON L4G 7A4

Unionville Oasis Christian
Community Church (uccc)
Worship: Pierre Elliott Trudeau High School
90 Bur Oak Avenue, Markham, ON L6C 2E6
Tel: 905-415-2747  www.uoasis.ca Tel: 905-727-1345 www.auroraccc.ca

[EEENIAIEE AEVE S (NRCCO) HEMZEAEEHE (Vo)

Niagara Region Christian Community Church  Vaughan Christian Community Church
Worship: Glengate Alliance Church Worship: Vellore Village Community Centre
6009 Valley Way, Niagara Falls., ON L2E 1X9 1Villa Royale Ave., Vaughan, ON L4H 277
Tel: 905-650-5899  www.nrccc.ca Tel: 647-998-7887  www.vaughanccc.ca

BEMEAEEHE (BCCC)
Barrie Christian Community Church
Worship: Inniswood Baptist Church
460 Yonge Street, Barrie, ON L4N 4E2
Tel: 705-726-7295  www.barrieccc.ca

ZHBEEEAEENS (TMCCO)
Toronto Mandarin Chinese Community Church
2230 Birchmount Rd., Scarborough, ON M1T 2M2

Tel: 416-299-3399  www.tmccc.ca
PRI AEEHE (WTCCC)

West Toronto Christian Community Church
Unit 78-80 - 1177 Central Parkway West,
Mississauga, ON L5C 4P3

Tel: 905-896-9822  www.wtccc.ca

Cornerstone Christian

Community Church (CCCC)

9680 Ninth Line, Markham, ON L6B 1A8

Tel: 905-294-3554  www.cornerstonechurch.ca
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