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Francis Liu, RHCCC

My experience of Urbana 2018 can be
summarized in Revelation 5:9-10 “..."You
are worthy to take the scroll and to open
its seals, because you were slain, and with
your blood you purchased for God persons
from every tribe and language and people
and nation. You have made them to be a
kingdom and priests to serve our God, and
they will reign on the earth.” ”

Urbana 2018 has reminded us that the
Lamb of God was sacrificed for our sins and
that His self-sacrifice led to a victory. Our
missionary work across the world has the
remarkable goal to spread the good news
and will give hope to those who have lost
faith. All the persecution that happened
during the reign of the Roman Empire did
not stop evangelization. Hence Urbana
2018 was very uplifting as we draw strength
from John’s vision. The persecution that our
missionary brothers and sisters throughout
the world are enduring will set the stage for
His reign on earth.

As we look further into Revelation,
Urbana 2018 has shown us that He will bring
justice (19:11) and healing to the nations
(22.2) as He wipes tear away (21:4). This



message is both solemn and joyful for many
students and young adults. We become
energized in bringing the message of hope
to our school or workplace. We become the
reflection of his eternal love, as we are the
salt of the earth and the light of this world
(Matt 5:13-16).

As a new graduate, the bible study
within the business track has really helped
me in reflecting how Revelation can impact
the workplace. John’s vision has given me
confidence in bringing the good news to our
non-Christian coworkers and to contemplate
mission work. No struggle is greater than
what the Lamb of God has endured for our
sins.

Christie Chan, RHCCC

My journey to and during Urbana was
not easy. From the 16-hour bus ride to St.
Louis, Missouri, to the Bible studies and
sessions that | attended, | was challenged
beyond what I imagined, but it was worth it. |
experienced worship in a new way. Although
we spoke different languages, came from
different cultures, and were in different life
stages, we all praised the same God. Urbana
2018 focused on the book of Revelation, a
book that | found tough to study because it
describes the struggles that we face in the
world and in the spiritual realms, ALL while
praising God for the hope that we have
for Jesus because Jesus sits on the throne.
During the conference, | encountered the
Spirit when | was studying the scripture and
saw Jesus in a way that | have never seen
Him before. | saw Him for who He is- the
Alpha and Omega; who was, who is, and
who is to come; the Almighty; the First and
Last; the Living One; the Faithful; the True;
and the Lamb. | was reminded that He is my
strength, and that | can always rely on Him.
Although | may be afraid of the unknown, |
learned that | do not need to know all the
details about my future, because | know that
He holds my future. He is the only reassurance
that | need. Studying the book of Revelation
has pushed me to question my living habits
and to examine the systems that | have been
brought up in. As | continue to reflect on this
experience, God has placed a conviction in
my heart to bring back what | have learned
and experienced to my community as a
faithful witness for Him.
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Zoe Chan, RHCCC

"...Come out of [Babylon], my people,
so that you will not share in her sins, so that
you will not receive any of her plagues.”
(Rev18:4) On the second day of Urbana, René
Breuel gave us eyes to see our participation
in the church of Laodicea. In a city located
at the crossroad of trade, water had to be
brought from nearby cities. Hot medicinal
water became cold, and refreshing cold
water became tepid. Lukewarm. This water
needed to be spit out of the mouth or it
would make people sick. Distant from its
source, the water was shaped entirely by its
surroundings and not its source.

Like the water of Laodicea, the voices
of our environment are the ones that shape
us; we have drifted far from our source.
We are educated, gifted, resourceful and
technological. Self-sufficient. So much so
that our self-sufficiency is crowding out
Jesus. Yet, Jesus still knocks. As the authentic
image of God in the midst of idols, He is
saying, “I am your source and your purpose
- your arche and your telos; your affirmation,
your recognition. | am your Amen.” We, the
Church, desperately need Jesus to be our
source and our purpose. Without Him, we
are making people sick. Jesus is knocking,
do you want Him in?
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Matthew Wong, TCCC

As a fourth-year business student,
I've always wondered how God could use
my field of study to advance His kingdom.
Coming into Urbana, | wanted to gain
a better understanding of what His plan
was for me. | remember first entering
the American Center, the location where
Urbana was hosted, to attend the first
session of the conference. We were going
through the book of Revelation, a book that
| had never really studied in depth. What
appeared to be a complex passage filled with
symbolism, turned out to be a message of
encouragement and hope. René, the main
Urbana Bible expositor, mentioned how this
letter was written to persecuted Christians
as a reminder not to worry because Jesus
was already victorious. There is no reason
to worry about what the future will hold
because we know who holds the future.

This theme of surrender and faith
played a huge role in my Urbana experience.
Despite it being my first Urbana, | decided
to deviate from the general programming
and take on the business track. There, | was
able to hear from business leaders who had
been in my shoes many years ago. Some had
left the corporate world to serve in missions
and some had chosen to serve God in their
workplace. Listening to their stories opened
my eyes to the many ways God could
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use people in business. One seminar that
resounded with me was called “Designing
Your Life.” Ironically, | didn't learn how to
exactly map out my life or how to find God's
exact plan for me. Instead, | was challenged
to focus on growing into a person that could
be receptive to God’s voice. The speaker
emphasized the importance of seeing the
bigger picture. Despite my inability to do
everything, God still works in miraculous
ways. As someone who can be easily
occupied with work and other commitments,
it was refreshing to hear that it was okay
not to know exactly what will happen in my
life. Going back to the reminder from René,
it is ultimately God who holds my future.
Looking back on my Urbana experience,
| didn't come out of Urbana with an exact
timeline for my life. Instead, | was challenged
to continually serve God faithfully until He
calls me elsewhere.

Melissa Chong, MKCCC

We hit the ground running as soon as
the conference started. We began with a
roaring, multilingual worship session with
16,000 brothers and sisters—a glimpse of
heaven and the celebration that is to come.
It was fitting to start with a vision of the end
because the book we would be studying
throughout our week there was the book
of Revelation: an epic narrative of Christ's
victory to rival all the world’s epic narratives
of apparent victory over us. What an
encouragement it was to see how Revelation
is not a fantastical story of doom, gloom
and the end of the world that many people
assume it is, but a sobering story of hope in
the coming King who has already fought and

won our battles. Our team of seven spent the
week worshipping, attending seminars, and
praying that God would lead and confirm
to us where we can serve, share the gospel
and step into the spaces he has placed us
in—our industries, workplaces, homes and
relationships. Every day, someone on our
team shared an answer to that prayer: a
new industry connection, a new perspective
on community, an organization with which
to serve, receiving resources to build or
become new leaders back home. All in all,
the conference was a great reminder and
encouragement to keep pressing on and
running the race God has put before us.
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SRJIEANEEHS (1CC0)
Toronto Christian Community Church

100 Acadia Ave., Markham, ON Canada
www.tccc.ca
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